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NASCAR Employee Turning Heads As Motorcycle Racer
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During the work week, Nicole Hoffman focuses on four-wheel racing machines as part of her job at NASCAR, where she serves as Manager in the Brand and Consumer Marketing department.

But on weekends, the 30-year-old Port Orange resident focuses on two-wheel racing machines when she competes in the Championship Cup Series events, including this weekend's races at historic Daytona International Speedway.

"I'm the lone office in our department that has motorcycle stuff everywhere," Hoffman said. "Of course, everyone has NASCAR photos and favorite drivers. I've have a couple of those but I'm the bike person in the office. I've got huge posters of some of my favorite riders. I think I have converted a few people and definitely generated some interest."

A few of Hoffman's NASCAR co-workers will visit her pits during this weekend's events. Hoffman, who competed in Friday's Ultra Lightweight Superbike event and is scheduled to compete in Lightweight Supersport on Saturday, also has the interest of NASCAR President Mike Helton and International Speedway Corporation CEO and NASCAR Vice Chairman and Executive Vice President Jim France.

"I get so much support from all my friends at NASCAR, especially from Jim France and Mike Helton," said Hoffman, who carries both France and Helton's names on her motorcycles as token of her appreciation. "They've been so supportive. Jim and Mike, any advice or help that I need, they've been there."

This year, Hoffman, who races along with her husband Jeff, is making the move to the expert division. She won the national championship in the amateur ranks of the Ultra Lightweight Superbike last year and says she's ready for the next challenge.

"It was the right time," said Hoffman, who is entering her third year of racing. "I had no hesitation. I knew that I kind of spent my time in the amateur ranks and felt that I needed to get with faster riders to get me to the next level. I felt like I hit a plateau and my lap times did too. I think I need that extra push from other people in my class to get me faster."

Hoffman understands there's going to be a learning curve in the expert division.

"My goal is to get a top 10 finish in my races," Hoffman said. "There's lot of great racers out there. It's going to be tough. This year, my goal is to learn from a lot of the faster racers out there. I do still have a lot to learn on the track. Being an amateur was a great experience but once you move up you're with faster riders. There's definitely a lot to learn." 

Another part of the learning process for Hoffman this weekend at "The World Center of Racing" is figuring out the twists and turns of the newly configured 2.95-mile road course.

"I love the new configuration," Hoffman said. "It's tricky. It's technical in the infield which I love. I'm a very technical racer and love tight turns."

