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DAYTONA BEACH -- In an endurance event, time inevitably runs out for those who compete on the high banks of Daytona International Speedway. The inaugural MOTO-ST 8 Hours At Daytona wasn't any different -- those who won were glad it was over and those who didn't wished for just a little more time. 

The Super Sport Twin-class No. 46 BMW of Stephane Mertens, Brian Parriott and Nate Kern -- dominated the endurance race on the way to Victory Lane. 

"I like racing and especially to do it at Daytona and win is something I will treasure for years to come," Mertens said. 

The No. 18 M4 EMGO Suzuki of riders Michael Barnes, Geoff May and Chris Ulrich finished second. 

"We just ran out of time at the end," Barnes said. 

Near the end of the race, he had been chopping as much as three-to-four seconds per lap off of the winning bike's margin of victory. 

Earlier in the race, the team had been fighting for the lead with the Daytona Beach-based No. 58 JC Racing Aprilla bike of David Estok and Mike Luke (both of New Smyrna Beach) and Brett Ray when a miscue-filled pit stop sent the No. 18 Suzuki bike out of the top 10. 

Following in third, five-laps down, was the No. 32 Suzuki of Palm Coast-based Vallely Racing with riders Chuck Ivey, Josh Day and Frank Trombino. 

The Sport Twin class was won by Palm Coast's Mark Crozier and Nicole Hoffman, with a big assist from third rider Steven Breckenridge, on their No. 16 Suzuki. The race for first wasn't close to being secure until the checkered flag flew over Breckenridge as he crossed the start-finish line on Daytona International Speedway's 3.56-mile road course. 

"Anytime you come to Daytona and win is a good feeling," Crozier said, "But to do it under the lights and be the first just makes it all that much sweeter." 

Following only seconds behind was the No. 17 Kawasaki of Derick Keys, Matt Lapham and Robert Wilkey. 

The Grand Sport Twin class was won by the Toronto-based No. 19 Ducati of Matt McBride, Pat Barnes and Robert Trottier.

