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Hoffman looks for break into bigs 

By GODWIN KELLY 

MOTORSPORTS
It's a darn shame that Nicole Hoffman's 'Cycle Week comes to a screeching halt after today's racing program at Daytona International Speedway. 

The talented young motorcycle racer, entering her fifth year of American SportBike Racing Association/Championship Cup Series competition, plans to hang up her leathers and become a spectator Monday. 

"I use all my vacation time to go racing," she said. "I would love to take time off for all of 'Cycle Week, but I can't." 

If she had a ride, she would sacrifice some vacation days. 

Hoffman's employer is located on the other side of International Speedway Boulevard from the Speedway. The Palm Coast resident works in NASCAR's technology department, doing Web site development for the stock car sanctioning body. 

Her list of racing mentors includes NASCAR president Mike Helton and NASCAR vice chairman Jim France, who each receives the proper paint recognition on the side of her Suzuki racing bike. 

The 31-year-old rider is racing this weekend -- including a sixth-place finish Saturday in the Expert Lightweight SuperSport event -- but she does not have the resources to participate in this week's American Motorcyclist Association program. 

"What will I do this week?" she asked. "I will probably take a walk down Main Street, cruise on a Harley, maybe come back and watch the races next weekend." 

MONEY & OPPORTUNITY 

Hoffman, whose golden mane has earned her the nickname the "Suicide Blonde," is at that point of her racing career where she needs that one twist of fate, that one phone call from an interested team owner, that one break to bring her into the AMA corral. 

No offense to the people racing this weekend, but the AMA is "the show," the big league of motorcycle racing in North America. Motorcycle manufacturers spend millions of dollars to develop race bikes and build advertising campaigns around their top riders. 

When AMA shows up to play, the factory teams arrive in Nextel Cup Series-like race haulers, and there are dozens of uniformed mechanics turning wrenches in a two-wheel engineering frenzy. 

In comparison, Hoffman was on a scavenger hunt Friday afternoon to find a brake caliper for her primary racing machine. 

"We'll find one, somewhere," she said. 

What is holding Hoffman back from becoming the Danica Patrick of motorcycle road racing? 

"Money," she said. 

Opportunity, she could have added. 

"You need money to spend on better equipment, better bikes, get more track time," she said. "It really always gets back to money and that's what separates talent from the AMA. 

"There's a lot of huge talent out there that never made it to AMA ranks or anywhere else. There's a lot of talent out there, but you need the right combination of the financials, marketing and the talent. Those things are really key." 

TRACK TIME NEEDED 

Two out of three ain't bad in most cases. In this case it is keeping Hoffman, and other riders, at bay. 

"I'm always looking for seat time on the track, which is why I work so hard in the offseason looking for sponsorships," she said. "This takes time. I've been at it for four years. It's just a matter of getting track time." 

Hoffman would like to see some extra track time at Daytona this week, if there's anybody out there with a spare bike -- a really fast spare bike. 

"I would absolutely give it my best shot," she said. "If somebody said, 'Here you go. You can race this AMA race.' I would say, 'Yeah, hell yeah.' You got to keep pushing." 

Nicole Hoffman is one call away from stardom. It's just a matter of somebody picking up the phone. 
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